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A bill now sitting on Gov. Jerry 
Brown's desk could free up $1 
million for the proposed 
veterans cemetery, whose 
backers are scrambling to meet a 
key financial deadline. 

The cemetery foundation needs 
$2.6 million by mid-October in 
order to prevent a major delay 
— or worse — in the 
construction schedule. The bill 
sponsored by state Sen. Bill 
Monning, D-Carmel, and 
Assemblyman Mark Stone, D-
Scotts Valley, and others works 
by moving money from the 
state's general fund to an 
endowment fund for the 
cemetery. 

It takes the majority of the cash 
the state used as a matching loan 
for the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs grant and 
moves it to cover 
nonreimbursable costs the 
foundation was on the hook for. 

"I don't want to exude 
overconfidence," Monning said 

this week. "It's still a heavy lift. 
We're still in a tough budget 
climate." 

The senator said he could not 
have predicted how much the 
community would be 
responsible for raising until the 
grant application was accepted 
by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

"I know everyone's looking to 
point the finger and blame 
somebody," he said of the $2.6 
million figure, "but it is just the 
sequence of how this project is 
moving forward." 

Monning said the current 
funding issue was separate from 
the proposed Monterey Downs 
project. Developers of that horse 
racing and subdivision project 
plan to buy the cemetery's 
endowment parcel to help fund 
the cemetery. 

"The endowment parcel is not 
part of the current equation," 
Monning said. "It's really 

independent of any future 
development or 
nondevelopment." 

Foundation spokeswoman 
Candy Ingram said Friday the 
group had raised roughly 
$31,000. It had previously given 
$256,000 for operations and 
maintenance in the initial grant 
proposal in June. 

Foundation Treasurer Greg 
Nakanishi said the $1 million 
would be a "great help" and he 
encouraged supporters to write 
letters to the governor urging 
him to sign the bill, SB 232. 

Nakanishi and Ingram said they 
have received many suggestions 
from the community about how 
to raise the money. 

Phillip Molnar can be reached at 
646-4487 or 
pmolnar@montereyherald.com. 
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